THE JENA
DECLARATION

11-12 November 2025
TJD CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

Authentic Sustainability
African Actions Shaping Sustainable Futures

photo OKwame Sekyeré,
Tropenbos Ghana

D j Day1,12:00-17:00 CET, Zoom Link

Day 2. 12:00 — 17:00 CET. Zoom Link Date: 11-12 November 2025, 12:00-17:00 CET (UTC+1)
Please note the different time zones across Africa:
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ABSTRACT Calls for sustainability often fail when imposed from above, detached

from people’s everyday lives. For credibility and impact, actions must
be grounded in local realities and respect cultural diversity. The Jena Declaration (TJD) calls
for strategies that put people at the heart of transformation, connecting arts, sciences, and
storytelling to shape joyful and satisfying futures.
The TJD Online Conference for Africa 2025 will showcase partners from across the continent
who demonstrate how sustainability can be lived authentically and credibly. By sharing
tangible stories rooted in Africa’s diversity, the event highlights authenticity and credibility as

key conditions for meaningful and lasting sustainable action.

Day 1 - Co-Creation & Storytelling Day 2 - Youth, Arts & Future
International Collaboration Youth & Heritage
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DAY 1

12:00 -12:15 CET

Section 1

12:15-12:45 CET

12:45-13:15 CET

13:15-14:15 CET

14:15-14:30 CET

Welcome and Introduction

Benno Werlen and Martin Repohl, UNESCO-Chair Global Understanding
for Sustainability

Co-Creating Change: Collaborative and International Approaches

Catalyst Now - Voices from Africa’s Co-Chairs

The presentation will feature Co-Chairs from Anglophone, Francophone, and Lusophone
Africa sharing reflections on Catalyst Now — a high-impact global movement of 5,500+ social
innovators transforming systems and advancing the SDGs — and its role in fostering inclusive,
locally grounded sustainability across the continent.

Gaby Arenas de Meneses, Co-Chief Facilitator, Catalyst Now
https://catalystnow.net/about

Co-Creating Change: We Love Kairouan’s Collaborative Model

We Love Kairouan (WLK), ayouth-led association founded in 2012 in Central Tunisia, works for a
fair and prosperous future through collaboration and dialogue. Since 2017, WLK has partnered
with the Collective Leadership Institute, applying its methods to unite diverse stakeholders—
from youth and women to community groups and government officials. Initiatives like Gates
of Medina and Feminist Leaders demonstrate WLK’s commitment to inclusive engagement.
Through architectural labs and community workshops, WLK co-creates solutions with local
communities rather than for them, ensuring ownership, lasting impact, and the transformation
of local challenges into sustainable opportunities.

Soumaya Khalfaoui, We Love Kairouan Association (Tunisia)
and Theresa Kuschka, Collective Leadership Institute (Germany/South Africa/USA)
https://www.collectiveleadership.de

Discussion-Panel: What Does Environmentalism Look Like Through the
Lens of African Higher Education?

This webinar rethinks environmentalism from African perspectives, moving beyond Global
Minority narratives centered on technological fixes and carbon metrics. In many African
contexts, ecological questions are inseparable from land justice, Indigenous knowledge,
cultural survival, youth leadership, and climate vulnerability. The session highlights how
universities across the continent advance ecological consciousness through transdisciplinary
research, community partnerships, and education reform. By centering African voices, it
explores decolonial and regenerative approaches to environmentalism, the role of Indigenous
systems of knowledge, and the agency of youth and educators in shaping futures.

Raad Sharar, The Fifth Element programme of the Club of Rome

in collaboration with Environmental Humanities South, University of Cape Town,
and The Earth-Humanity Coalition, The Jena Declaration Conference for Africa
https://www.clubofrome.org
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Section 2

14:30 - 15:00 CET

15:00 - 15:30 CET

15:30 - 16:00 CET

16:00 - 16:30 CET

16:30 - 16:45 CET

16:45 CET

Storytelling & Play: Exploring Authentic Sustainable Futures

Playful & Intercontinental: Co-Creating a Food Systems + SDGs Card Game

Games are shared cultural commons that spark joy, inspire creativity, and connect people
across borders. As tools for learning and collective imagination, they can drive transformation
toward sustainability. This session presents an Africa-Europe collaboration by André (Europe)
and Ibrahim (Africa) to co-develop a Food Systems+SDGs card game through open-source,
grassroots practices. Highlighting narrative game worlds, open educational resources, and
creative commons, they share practical tools for intercultural collaboration on tiny or zero
budgets.

André Boeing and Ibrahim Gadzama, ktopia (Germany)
https://www.ktopia.eu

The Transformative Power of Ethical Visual Storytelling

Drawing on nearly 500 Fairpicture productions with local visual storytellers worldwide,
this talk argues that who tells the story shapes global understanding and action. It shows
how resisting stereotypes, ensuring informed consent, and co-creating with communities
generate credible, culturally grounded narratives. Case studies reveal how small editorial
choices—briefs, captions, edits—can either preserve or erase context, with real consequences
for funding, policy, and participation. The session presents a concise, field-tested approach to
commissioning and publishing visuals that uphold dignity and data rights, using images not
just to look good but to do good—driving truthful representation and sustainable change.

Noah Arnold, Fairpicture (Switzerland)
https://fairpicture.org

Kids on Earth: Growing Up in the 21* Century

“Kids on Earth” began in Kampala, Uganda, with interviews of children about their lives and
futures, initiated by the NGO Peripheral Vision. Since then, hundreds of interviews have been
recorded in countries including South Africa, Kenya, and Egypt, forming the basis of a book by
founder Howard Blumenthal and Robert Pianta (Harvard Education Press). The talk explores
how these stories reveal changing childhoods, the limits of traditional schooling, and the
promise of new, interest-driven learning models—especially across Africa.

Howard Blumenthal, Pearl Utuk and Clarie Odhiambo, Kids on Earth (United States)
https://www.kidsonearth.org

Harnessing Africa’s Demographic Dividend:
TVET and STEM Pathways for Authentic Sustainability

Africa, home to the world’s youngest population, faces a historic opportunity to turn its
demographic potential into sustainable prosperity. In his keynote, Riche-Mike Wellington
(ESDEV Foundation Africa) explores how Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) and STEM can advance authentic sustainability. He emphasizes education systems that
are inclusive, context-driven, and innovation-oriented. Drawing on ESDEV initiatives such
as ARC-EDS, the Kurasa TLAP, and Innovate4Employment, the address showcases models
linking learning with livelihoods, digital change with equity, and indigenous knowledge with
science—calling for global collaboration.

Riche-Mike Wellington, Education and Skills Development ESDEV (Ghana)
https://esdev.org

DISCUSSION

Closing

Benno Werlen and Martin Repohl, UNESCO-Chair Global Understanding
for Sustainability
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DAY 2

12:00 -12:15 CET

Section 1

12:15-12:45 CET

12:45-13:15 CET

13:45 -14:00 CET

Section 2

14:15 - 14:45 CET

Introduction

Benno Werlen and Martin Repohl, UNESCO-Chair Global Understanding
for Sustainability

Youth, Arts & Heritage: Voices of Diversity for Sustainable Africa

Youth and Impact: Creating Positive Futures for Africa

Gerald Owino, Strategic Lead at The Grass Company, is a youth engagement strategist
advocating innovation, entrepreneurship, and community-driven development. He reframes
Africa’s youth—not as problems, but as partners and the continent’s greatest wealth. With an
average age of 19, Africa has the world’s largest and fastest-growing youth population, already
driving growth, shaping markets, and pushing sustainable solutions. Gerald calls on stake-
holders to collaborate with young people, co-create solutions, and measure impact.

Gerald Owino & Samantha Waki, The Grass Company (Kenya)
https://greentea.grasscompany.co.ke

WHY & HOW with the Arts

All human actions are rooted in cultural, social, ethical, and aesthetic interpretations that
shape knowledge and foster awareness, care, and engagement. When creativity intersects with
science and daily life, it expands imagination, linking global challenges with local solutions.
Inspired by interdisciplinary practices addressing justice and life’'s conditions, I founded
Mémoire de 'Avenir (MDA). In 2017, with UNESCO-MOST, CIPSH, and The Jena Declaration,
we launched Humanities, Arts & Society (HAS). Together with artists, citizens, and scholars
worldwide, we show how the arts, allied with the humanities, transform society and reaffirm
the vital bond between ethics and aesthetics.

Margalit Berriet, Mémoire de 'Avenir (France)
https://www.memoire-a-venir.org

DISCUSSION

Realizing Africa’s Potential: Creating Impact for Sustainable Futures

Celebrating Cultural and African-Global Diversity through AI and Strategic
Foresight

This session explores how Artificial Intelligence and Strategic Foresight can be harnessed
to celebrate and connect cultural and African-global diversity. By integrating arts, sciences,
and storytelling, it highlights innovative strategies that advance equitable and sustainable
development. The focus is on interdisciplinary approaches that strengthen inclusion, creativity,
and resilience across global communities. Participants will gain insights into how Al-driven
foresight can bridge cultural contexts, amplify diverse voices, and inspire collaborative
solutions.

Yul Anderson, African American Future Society (USA)
https://www.taafs.com
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14:45 - 15:15 CET

15:15-16:15 CET

16:15-16:30 CET

16:30 CET

Connecting African Talent to Global Opportunities: Building a Sustainable
Workforce for the Future

AfrikLink bridges Africa’s skilled professionals with global demand for diverse, innovative
talent. In a world defined by digital transformation and remote collaboration, Africa remains
an underrepresented yet vital source of expertise. This presentation explores how AfrikLink
empowers professionals through access to employment, partnerships, and mentorship, while
addressing barriers such as limited visibility, systemic challenges, and compliance hurdles. By
creating scalable, compliant pathways for remote and hybrid work, AfrikLink fosters economic
inclusion and enhances global competitiveness.

Micah Elechi, AfrikLink (Ethiopia)
https://afriklink.com

Discussion-Panel:
Presenting the Global Sustainable Futures Network (GSFN)

This presentation introduces GSFN and its role in advancing community-led sustainable
development across Africa and the Global South. It will outline GSFN'’s core activities in climate
action, ESG education, carbon accounting, and environmental stewardship, with a focus on
how global goals can be translated into measurable local impact. Special attention will be given
to flagship initiatives such as the FARM-CARBON project, which aims to engage 20 million
African farmers in regenerative agriculture and carbon markets.

Renuka Thakore, Global Sustainable Futures Network CIC (UK)
https://gsfn.co.uk

DISCUSSION

Closing & Outlook

Benno Werlen and Martin Repohl, UNESCO-Chair Global Understanding
for Sustainability
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